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ABSTRACT 



This paper presents information from the ongoing research 
program, Monitoring the Future. The program is designed to: (1) monitor drug 

use and potential explanatory factors among American secondary school 
students, and other young adults; (2) distinguish which of three different 
kinds of change- -maturational , historical, and/or cohort are occurring for 
various types of drug use; and (3) study causes, consequences, and 
maturational patterns associated with these different types of changes in 
drug use. Some 50,000 secondary school students in 435 schools are surveyed 
annually for the program. A follow-up survey of graduated classes yields a 
young adult sample of about 11,000 respondents in the age range of 19 to 32. 
The paper is divided into two parts. Part 1 contains the theoretical 
background and conceptual framework, and Part 2 elaborates on the ten 
objectives, their rationale, and presents a synopsis of progress to date. 
Some objectives include monitoring drug use and potential explanations in 
grades 8, 10, 12, among young adults and with ages 34 and 40; distinguishing 

period, age, and cohort effects; explaining secular trends and cohort 
differences; assessing the consequences of drug use; studying frequent or 
heavy-users; studying various under-represented groups; and the 
methodological, policy and other contributions to the field. (Contains 527 
references.) (JDM) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



£029624 



I 



cn 

<N 

On 



co 




THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE 
MONITORING THE FUTURE STUDY 
AND PROGRESS TOWARD FULFILLING THEM 



Monitoring the Future Occasional Paper 34 



Second Edition 



Lloyd D. Johnston 
Patrick M. O'Malley 
John Schulenberg 
Jerald G. Bachman 



U S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

□ This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it 

□ Minor changes have been made to improve 
reproduction quality. 



• Points of view or opinions stated in this docu- 
ment do not necessarily represent official 
OERI position or policy. 



••PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 

TT. Cr? V\VWW\ 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)." 



Institute for Social Research 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

1996 




BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



9 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 



INTRODUCTION 1 

Specific Aims of the Project 1 

Overview of the Ten Objectives 2 

Part 1: THEORETICAL BACKGROUND AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 5 

Domain of Variables and General Theoretical Grounding 7 

The Basic Conceptual Framework 8 

The Immediate Social Environment 10 

Person Characteristics 15 

Attitudes and Beliefs about Drugs 18 

Comparison with another Theoretical Approach 20 

Indexes vs. Individual Variables 21 

Part 2: AN ELABORATION OF THE OBJECTIVES, THEIR RATIONALE, AND A 

SYNOPSIS OF PROGRESS TO DATE 23 

Objective 1 Monitoring drug use and potential explanators in grades 8, 10, and 12; 

including 23 

Objective la Self-reported use 23 

Objective lb Patterns of multiple drug use 24 

Objective lc Beliefs about the harmfulness of drugs 29 

Objective Id Personal disapproval of drugs 31 

Objective le Perceived disapproval by peers 33 

Objective If Stereotypes of cigarette smokers and marijuana users 34 

Objective lg Friends use and exposure to use 35 

Objective lh Perceived availability 37 

Objective li Contexts in which drugs are used 38 

Objective lj Reason for use, abstention, and discontinuation 39 

Objective 2 Monitoring drug use and potential explanators among young adults 

(ages 19-32), including college students 41 

Objective 3 Monitoring and studying use at ages 35 and 40 43 

Objective 4 Distinguishing period, age, and cohort effects 46 

Objective 5 Explaining secular trends and cohort differences 49 

Objective 6 Studying the natural history of drug use and explaining age-effects .... 5 1 

Objective 6a Individual characteristics and social environment during 

secondary school 59 

Objective 6b Changes in social environments and social roles after high school 65 

Objective 7 Assessing the consequences of drug use 69 

Objective 8 Studying frequent or heavy-users 74 

Objective 9 Studying various under-represented groups 79 



TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 



Objective 10 Methodological, policy, and other contributions to the field 82 

Objective 10a Methodological contributions 82 

Stability and Reliability 82 

Validity 83 

Representativeness 84 

Objective 10b Providing measures and national norms for others 85 

Objective 10c Providing a data resource for others 87 

Objective lOd Providing the potential for additional policy-relevant research . . 89 

Evaluating Natural Experiments 89 

Evaluating Planned Experiments 90 

Extended Study of Select Subgroups 90 

Monitoring Additional Populations 91 

Other Research Potentials 91 

Objective lOe Providing measurement of the achievement of national goals ... 91 

In Closing 92 

References 93 



4 



ERjt 



